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University of Minnesota, Morris Scholastic Committee 
Minutes #1, September 8, 2010 
 
The Scholastic Committee met at 9:15 a.m. on September 8, 2010 in the Behmler 109. 
Members present:  J Goodnough (Chair), T Berberi, C Braegelmann, E Christensen, C Cole, C Dingley, 
A Earl, S Gross, S Haugen, H Ladner, J Ratliff-Crain, J Richards, C Stemper, D Stewart, M Page (guest) 
 
1. Introductions 
 Chair also serves on the Senate Academic Integrity Committee.  The UMM representative on the 
Senate Committee on Educational Policy (SCEP) is currently Peh Ng.  When the new constitution passes, 
she will be a member of this committee.  Scholastic Committee members introduced themselves. 
  
2. History and Charge of the committee (Goodnough) *The Scholastic Committee develops, reviews, 
and recommends policies affecting the quality of education.  It is concerned with such matters as 
admissions (eg meet with Admissions and review data on the incoming class), academic progress (eg 
probation and suspension), course related behavior (eg alerts or academic integrity), scholarship (eg 
works with disciplines to set AP course equivalencies), and graduation (eg residency requirements and 
retention data).  It has the power to grant exceptions to academic regulations when the spirit of such 
regulations has been satisfied (eg petition to waive FL gen ed due to fluency in Arabic).  The committee 
admits students and evaluates transfer credit in accordance with standards established by the campus 
assembly.   The Functions and Awards committee is an adjunct of SC.  Specifically, the committee's first 
agenda items for this fall will likely be SC related Catalog revisions and  Academic Integrity.   
 
The committee is still working on re-assigning work formerly done by the Secretary of the Scholastic 
Committee (a 40% faculty release time position from 1960 through spring 2009).  Because the learning 
curve of this committee is so steep, the committee instituted a chair-in-training who shadows the current 
chair before assuming the chair position the following year.  Although not officially part of the annual 
committee assignment process, the Executive Committee in 2005 agreed that this was a good plan for 
continuity and effectiveness.  It has become even more important since the Secretary position was 
eliminated in spring 2009. 
 
Petitions and other actions are considered on an individual basis, but the committee maintains cumulative 
reports to ensure consistency and fairness over time.  Three criteria are considered for petitions. 
 
 1) Has the student met the spirit of the requirement? 
2) Does the student face an insurmountable hardship?  
3) Is institutional responsibility involved?   
 
The committee delegates certain tasks to the Executive Group (chair, vice chair, and executive assistant) 
or to the Administrative Dean, with guidelines established by the committee.  Actions are reported to the 
committee at the beginning of each semester.   
 
An Academic Integrity subcommittee (two faculty, two students, and the chair) is appointed at the 
beginning of each academic year.  A case before the subcommittee in summer 2010 revealed a need to 
clarify the procedures to be followed. 
 
The Scholastic Committee will meet once a week, alternating Wednesday/Tuesday by week.    Below is a 
chart of meetings.  We also keep our website (www.morris.umn.edu/Scholastic/) current with minutes, 
policies, information headed to campus assembly, annual reports etc.  Meetings are open unless FERPA 
privacy regulations require executive session.   
 
  
All meetings are in Behmler Conference Room (130)
Wednesday, 9:15‐10:15  Tuesday, 9:00‐10:00
September 8, 2010   
  September 14, 2010 
September 22, 2010   
  September 28, 2010 
October 6, 2010   
  October 12, 2010 
October 20, 2010   
  October 26, 2010 
November 3, 2010   
  November 9, 2010 
November 17, 2010   
  November 23, 2010 
December 1, 2010   
  December 7, 2010 
 
 
3.  Approval of April 29, 2010 minutes   Because only three voting members from last year’s committee 
continued  to 2010-2011, the minutes were reviewed and endorsed, with one correction.   
 
4.  Report from the Chair   
 *History and Charge was submitted to the Executive Committee for the Campus Assembly 
meeting on September 20. 
 The Student Scholastic Standing Committee (SSSC) approved 7 appeals of the 12 that were 
submitted in summer 2010; SSSC reviewed 3 student requests for readmission following 
suspension in a previous year.  University policy (April 2009) requires a contract for students 
readmitted after suspension.  Compliance began in  summer 2010.   
 The Academic Integrity subcommittee met about a case over the summer.  The meetings 
revealed a need to clarify the procedures that are followed. 
 The re-design of the alert website begun in spring 2010 was completed over the summer.  The 
landing page is a flow chart designed to assist faculty and staff in determining whether to submit 
a midterm alert or an academic alert, as well as quick access to the submission forms and/or more 
detailed information about alerts.  The policy page includes a link to the university policy library 
and individual links to commonly-used policies.  Links ensure answers from a “single source of 
truth” and avoid confusion.  The chair invited members to submit requests for needed links. 
 The chair met with the director of admissions to request data for the committee’s use.  After the 
committee reviews the raw data, the director will be invited to attend a meeting for discussion. 
 The chair presented the updated alert page, the revised time frame for submitting alerts, and 
information about Academic Integrity to the Science/Math division.  She has contacted the other 
division chairs about presenting the information to their divisions.  She also attended the new 
advisor training workshop to talk about alerts. 
  
 
5. Agenda for fall 2010   
 Academic Integrity – clearer procedures, educate campus about current technologies 
 Report on administratively processed petitions 
 Increasing the math high school preparation requirement to 4 years 
 Advisor resource page/general website clean-up 
 Report on administratively processed “W”  
 Provide information to advisors about 12-16 credit range for PB students 
 Catalog changes 
 Academic Alert 
 
Submitted by Dorothy De Jager 
 
 
 
 
